REPERTORY
THEATRE
“She Passed Through
Lorraine”

Happy Choice of Play

CHARACTERS.

Biunrtie cvapa e ae Edith Rowett
Becond Coumin Marie ., .. o AETER Cullen
Habert 5 i, oo Rbberi Kelly
Frther Michast |, .. oo W. A Blake
PLSFER |, ooiinias vos M, Larwis
Blmon .o, aveinee Paul Bve
Edlle ..ciiiiaaiqareyiannsss Beryl Telford
BTN, | sicusinnsives vyt s John Cover
i o | R R P S A Chulele Scott
LI G e ol s ALk ek s Tom MeMinn
Hlajze AR e . Bab Rimson
R e e Vivienne Taylor

¥ MDBT interesting.” sald Plerre, as
the final curtaln went down on
“"Bh¢ Passed Through Lorraine,” the
Repartory Theatre Society's lutest pro-
duction at the Princesa Thealre,
Plarre was right. And it I made
aven mord  interesting because they
had falled to clasalfy the play by
Llonel Hale, as they usually do in the
printed  programme. Mosi  people
wolld be content to call it comedy.

But it {a more than that, It s like
the modern cocktmil, It contalng n
Hetle of  everything, most of the

“everything " being s lttle diMeoult to
define. It has exeelleni characterisa-
tlom anel the wvein of real drama is
toa strong (o call It mere comedy, the
satire in It In too gently barbed, ex-
vepl In eae or two places, to place
It uhreservedly in  that  cplegory.
Never{holeas it Tulfils one of the maln
qualifications of ‘u good play--that all
ita chanracters nre real peaple. This ks
evenl more astonlshing when we recall
[that It i# written in the modern idiom
and is yet duoted in the 15tk ceniury.
(The authar has hit off certain Shavisn
[munnerigma to & certaln degree, even
Junto seversl long moralising speeches.
But the eharacters differ in that they
irw themeselves Instend of the mers
mouthiplece of the auwthoer

The comedy In it is sublle, some-
Hmies s subtle that the audience ast
illent when some of the heost nes ware
Apoken liast night. Admitiedly some
of the besl Hnes wore not handled
quite as expertly ns one could have
wished Neovertheless Miss Duleie
Scaott, the producer, suceeeded admir-
ihly in holding the balance neatly bes
Tween straight comedy. sative,  and
sametimmes mere farce. In some of the
chaructere the subitle blending of {hese
tlenenis wis very neatly done. In the
firet e, for instnnee, Mre W A Biaks
mit? Hive wplirprised even himsell by
Ihe way in which be malntained (e
et of Woather Michael S0 defily in
thir halance helween these conflicting
vlements Somehow e seemed o o
lghti of Mr. Blake slogether,  MHio
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volfe wos even that of Father Mich

rather than My, Biake, and It was u;f';'
when he came (o draw the wines from
the cask that he showed the alightest
Lendency to overdo the bromdness and
humour of tha characterisation. |

In the personages of Giles and Blaise |
we hod undiluted and uproarious aatire
on Lhe modern  Press, At these
Moments the character of the whole
pites chalged as if Mr. Hale had en-
countered Lemplatlons which he could
not reajst,

The more serlous characterisations,
generally speaking, were excellent)
handled. Miss Dulele Seott playe
Jaan with her ususl aciwmen and por-
fect melfl possession. She seemed, in-
decd, especially In the seeond act to |
f”. maore emphasis, in her eharnetar-
satlon, to the fact that Jomn wis a
mers mna?ulrad:r than the geript
really admits, But it was more helpful
to the sudience, wnd was quite justi-
fiable under the clreumstances,  Migs
Edlth Roweil Fluﬂd Blanche with n
Nice appreclation of the difference
between Blanche the virago and
Blancha the reformed followsr of Joan,
Missee Beryl Telford and Agnes Cullen
plaved with equally pleasant fweility,

The menfolk were not wll a5 clesar cut
in  their charoctorisations, Mr John
Cover shawed a marked improvement on
anything he has ever done before.
Robert Kelly and Mr. N, Lewis were a
unint pawr, one being a perfect {oil for
the other. Glles and Blaise should not
be allowed o pess without mentlon of
the Fact thot :ﬁuy occasionally did not
ke guite the best us: of  thelr
rnler il
The play was nicely staged, and  the
cotumes were a credit {o  those re-
sponsible for them. In geperal the pros
duction wemt off more snoothly  1han
has @ reperory show for w long thne
The play will be repested ihis l"-"lil'l']
ing. AHT.
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